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, tones of celeuntles addlcted to prescrlptlon drugs have fu-

eled the machinery.of media outlets for decades. Much:like

_a carnival barker Iurlng curious onlookers to a tent filled

“with danng rapeze artists and flrejugglers the media cir-
‘ dlng these addicts is as sad as it is common
 tascinated by the downward splrals of those -
;mpromlsed their fame and fortune, due to a never endlng
be it physlcal or psychologlcal Many of. these

tlllzed enablers and facrlltators to keep the sup

, often'f"ends and amlly members; other times, professronal guardlans‘
~suchas doctors and Iawyers who. suspend therr oaths to protect and

within a cel ty S mner circle. Such appears to be the case with Dr..

Conrad Murray and his treatment of Michael Jackson. leeW|se the

-entourage of Howard K. Stern, and doctors, Khristine Eroshevrch and
Sandeep Kapoor, and thelr treatment of Anna Nicole Smith.

In. 2006, Smith’s life spiraled = within four months she celebrated k

the birth of her daughter (Stern claimed: to have fathered) and mourn-
ed the death of her son. Two weeks later, she and Stern performed a
~comm|tment ceremony. in the Bahamas Throughout, she was on sev-
eral medications; allegedly to treat anxiety and physical pain. As time
7passed Stern could see her fragile emotional state warranted extra

"-help, so he consulted with Eroshevich, a:psychiatrist, and Kapoor; a

physrcran Th|s rehabllltatron care team’ was entrusted but by what. -
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~ endeavor to improve th

_duty of these concierge doc

~ of addicts. By virtue of their tra

means7 Even |f it was determrned she had an addlctlve personallty,

- then were p|lls the only answer to her: problems orjusta convenient
“one?What constitutes eth behavror can be a sllppery slope The
jury’s recent guilty verdicts on several counts for Eroshevrch (obtammg
_medication through fraud) and Stern (c

butitis a start.

In some cases, the cycle
(aka Emlnem) hit rock bott hen successfully | resuscrtated his life
and career through lucid, althier chorces Television reality shows

- (for better or worse) stich a elebnty Rehab” and “Sober House”
- document the trials and tribulations of those in the public eye who
' th. In'a recently published book, “When
‘Doctors Kill: Who, Why, How,” seasoned forensrc pathologrsts

Joshua Perper and Stephen Clna oplne

h. Itis no wonder that they are hand-
fforts ‘Nonetheless; physrcrans are
“in'a manner consistent with the
g4 dless of who they are. It is the SWorn
0 be providers of relief and appropri-
ate therapy, not enablers of drug addlctlon or, worse still, creators
ing, doctors are more aware of the:
addictive potentlal of prescnptlon medications than their patlents a
_ doctor who fails to recognize tolerance (a pattern of a patient needing
ever hlgher doses of a particular drug to achieve the same beneficial

accepted standard of care

“effect) is not helping the patlent There are: often (though not always) fo

vrable alternatives that can be explored g

he travelrng circus aravan of hlgh -wire daredevrls who either

a huge safety net from the medical

h to catch the falling
 stars wrthout incident. oxic dilemma is not

only limited to celebrities, but given their ubrqurty n the news, their

“trials and tnbulatlons merely reflect what the publrc at large expen-

ences daily: : :

~The Hrppocratlc Oath is called |nto questron when a physrman caters k‘

to their famous patient’s every whim: And in Smith's case, the man
closest to her not only supported the reckless decisions of her physi-
cians but also indulged her self-destructive behavior for reasons still

piracy -based on aiding and
abettlng) have dellvered a minor Iaceratron from Lady Justlce s sword :

‘unknown. Whether the motives of Eroshevich and Stern were srmply

- careless or, darker‘stlll lntentlonally harmful, the end result remains
. the same Let us _hope the Anna Nicole Smith trial remains vivid in.
“the minds of those wh
. defense in provrdrng care

‘ rresponsrbly dlspense plIIs as a first Ilne of

abuse can be broken. Marshall Mathers; R
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